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operation that the many fine fibres floating in the-air seriously injure the workmen.
Slag wool is utilized in accordance with its properties, of which the most important is its very low conductivity for heat. In covering steam-pipes, the slag wool is laid on the pipes in pieces of about 1000 sq. cm. (160 sq. ins.) with a firm, pressure from the hand, without beating. A thickness of 8 era. (3-4 ins.) suffices for most pipes. The slag wool, compressed to this extent, is bound round with twine or wire, so that it adheres1 to the protected pipe. After one or two yards of a steam-pipe have been covered in this manner, the whole is sewn up in coarse sacking, which may then be coated with tar, to prevent the penetration of water; wet slag wool is a better conductor than dry, which is also the case with other poor conductors. For 1 sq. metre of surface to be protected in this manner, about 4 kilos of slag wool are required (9 Ib. per sq. yd.). A steam-pipe or cylinder so covered is hardly perceptibly warm on the outer surface.
From another practical source it has been stated that the covering of sacking is little used, since it is soon destroyed by the action of light and heat, even when tarred.
It is recommended, in covering pipes with slag wool, to make use of a cylinder of' sheet iron, the diameter of which is 150 mm. (6 ins.) more than the external diameter of the pipe. The sheet-iron cylinder is 300-400 mm. long (1-1| ft.), and is divided lengthways into two halves, which are bound together by splints or similar means. Each half has a handle in the middle. This sheet-iron cylinder is placed round the pipe in such a position that one end is closed by a flange; the slag wool is then forced into the space between pipe and cylinder, which is about 75 mm. (3 iris.) wide-"When the interspace is filled, during which operation too hard stamping is avoided, the sheet-iron cylinder is moved forward with a gentle rotatory motion to-and-fro by means of the handles, and the covering of slag wool wrapped with wire as it becomes exposed. The forward movement of'the cylinder and the wrapping with wire must keep pace. The